The Captivating Colosseum
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The Colosseum, also known as the Flavian Amphitheatre,
is an oval-shaped amphitheatre in the centre of Rome –
the capital city of Italy. Built from concrete and sand, its
construction began in 72AD under the emperor Vespasian
and it was completed eight years later. Despite its age, it
still remains the largest amphitheatre ever built.
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It is estimated that the Colosseum could hold up to
80,000 spectators and was used daily as a place for
entertainment such as gladiator contests, animal hunts,
re-enactments of famous battles and dramas based on
ancient myths.

99 Although damaged by earthquakes and theft of stone,
109 the Colosseum is still a popular tourist attraction and an
114 iconic symbol of Imperial Rome.

Quick Questions
1. In which year was the building of the Colosseum
completed?

2. What does the word ‘estimated’ tell you about the
amount of people that the Colosseum can hold?


3. How does the entertainment at the Colosseum
compare to modern-day entertainment?



4. Summarise what you have read in 20 words or less.
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Answers
1. In which year was the building of the Colosseum
completed?
Summarise what you have read in 20 words or less.

2. What does the word ‘estimated’ tell you about the
amount of people that the Colosseum can hold?
Accept any reasonable answer which relates to
the fact that it has not been officially measured or
counted in recent years.

3. How does the entertainment at the Colosseum
compare to modern-day entertainment?
Accept any reasonable comparison,
whether stating differences (such as no
more gladiator contests) or similarities
(watching plays) to modern day.
4. Summarise what you have read in 20 words or less.
Accept any reasonable summary which includes
the key points from the text in 20 words or less.
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